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The success formula of Burbank Goose is based upon these principles/guidelines which keeps bringing hunters back again and again. Compliance provides quality-hunting experiences. These guidelines are just that, and not intended to cover every situation. If you have questions, please ask for clarification.  Every hunter is ultimately responsible for safety and knowledge of guns, etc. Burbank reserves the right to terminate any activity, for any reason which may include safety issues, non-compliance of laws/regulations or the rules of the hunt.

1. Remember, a goose's eyesight & hearing is far superior to that of a human. They can detect the slightest movement or sound in the pit from unbelievable distances. Remain motionless while the guide is working the geese. Also keep your face down if you are in an open blind or pit! A hunter's white face looks like a spotlight against a background of camouflage clothing and the pit most of our pit lids have a crack to look out. We encourage you to watch the geese thru these openings but don't move your head the geese will spot this movement when they approach. Always remain still, especially when geese are overhead or some good shooting opportunities may be lost. Wear quiet clothing (Fleece or chamois is best). The Gortex 'scratch' will flare a wary goose! Do not bring duck loads on the goose hunt.

2. As tempting as it may be, refrain from sky busting. It is almost always fruitless. Plus, if a goose is winged or hit, it will usually fly off to die out of sight & reach of both the hunter and the very best of dogs. A wounded bird is a bagged bird. Therefore, in the name of sportsmanship and conversation, let's make an effort to respect our waterfowl resources. We will also not shoot at some large groups of geese, but waiting for smaller gaggles. One of the great pleasures of the hunt is the guide working the geese with the call and watching these big groups decoy on in, so enjoy the scene!

3. Regarding calling: A good caller can't bring geese into the decoys every time. If the geese don't like the looks of things or they just don't want to come in, even the best goose caller in the world won't be able to bring them into the blinds. On the other hand, a bad caller won't bring any geese in, no matter how badly they want to come down. Too much calling is probably the most common mistake people make. Goose calling is an art that requires finesse. Knowing when not to call is as important as knowing when to call. Your guide understands this and has been trained to know when to call. Same for ducks.

4. Pits are well camouflaged so do not approach them without the guide's direction. Since they are well camouflaged, you could fall into one. Be cognizant of the decoys. They are expensive to buy and maintain. Shot pellets can damage the decoys, plus you should not be shooting that low. Handle all decoys with extreme care. Only pick up the full bodies and stuffers by their feet. Respect landowner's property & equipment. Don't litter. Use established roads and access property and that only with your guide's permission.

5. NO ONE is to shoot while the retriever (man or dog) is in the field (or water) in the midst of a retrieve. If any cripples are to be shot, the guide will do it or appoint someone to do it! This is absolute and final.

6. Always practice firearm safety. Treat every gun as if it were loaded. Control the muzzle of the gun at all times and never point it at anyone. Don't fire your shotgun angled across the pit. This will muzzle blast the hunter across the pit! Don't take the safety off until your shotgun is being mounted on your shoulder. The geese can hear the safety click. Load gun after you are in the pit. The most dangerous time is when you have shot at a flock and the guide jumps out to retrieve some birds. You must make sure your gun muzzle is pointed in a safe direction when you reload. The guide will want your gun reloaded to be ready for the next flock, but he doesn't want to look back at a muzzle pointing at him while you're reloading. Unload before leaving pit. For pheasant hunting safety keep the muzzle up till gun is on your shoulder. Be aware of the location of fellow hunters and surroundings at all times.

7. All hunters must acknowledge that there are extreme risks with hunting and the handling of guns/weapons. Hunters must be familiar with their guns, care, use and all regulations concerning the hunt, whether state or federal. Burbank does not check competency nor compliance to license requirements, etc. Therefore the hunter and his guest will be solely responsible for ANY and ALL insurance requirements for you and your guest(s) and to hold harmless Burbank Goose, guides, landowners, representatives and heirs from all and any occurrences and liability before, during or after the hunt, not limited to but including personal injury and property damage. Hunter acknowledges that with hunting there are risks. If any event occurs that you are liable for you will be held responsible for all costs incurred. Exercise good common sense and safety precautions at all times. This is never intended to be a complete list, just some highlights. Be safe minded at all times and make your outing a safe and enjoyable experience.

8. Last but not least, NEVER MIX ALCOHOL WITH FIREARMS. Any alcohol consumed before or during the hunt will end the hunt. Please celebrate after the hunt.

Hearken to the call of the wild goose!

Share in the challenge of hunting the Canadian Geese.

Experience the ultimate thrills and excitement of hunting inland Pacific NW flyways.
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